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Following are two reports from Bruce Howe, Annual 
Professor of the Baghdad School and Associate Director of the 
Iranian Prehistoric Project which sketch the significant results 
and future plans of the ple 9-0 It now has a "score" of 17 
caves and 179 mounds to its credit, and has collected surface maker: 
material from Paleolithic to Prato-Dynastic times. At this moment 
it is conducting a number of five-day soundings, and plans to carry 
on detailed excavations at specially selected sites in the spring. 
This complex and many-sided project carried on by a group of highly 
trained, dedicated scientists, is constantly breaking new ground in 
the study of early man in the prehistoric Near East. 
S.N.K. 


"Since my last letter outlining the work to the end of October we 
have carried out much more survey work and now have a somewhat 
fuller, though still quite tentative, idea of the prehistoric 
archaeological sequence to be found in Kermanshah Province. A storm 
the day before Thanksgiving brought over a foot of unseasonable 
snow, the earliest such in several decades, and the ground lay 
hidden a full week, temporarily suspending our far from finished 
survey program. This halt le& us reduce the backlog in the labor- 
atory and hastened plans for the projected rapid survey of equally 
interesting but warmer terrain at the lower elevations along the 
Irag-Iranian border between Ousr Shirin and Naft-i-Shah. 


A short review of all we have seen and found to date only serves 

to emphasize again how much of a piece the ranges and valleys of 
western Iran are with the lowlands and foothills of eastern Iraq. 
In Kermanshah we are less than 150 miles by road from Jarmo and at 
several points in our recent movements around these interconnecting 
northwest trending valleys we have been less than 100 miles from 
many a well-known and classical Mesopotamian site. With still 
higher snow-blocked passes east of us and nomadic Kurds moving past 
us all autumn it has been all too easy to turn one's back on the 
Iranian Plateau and feel ‘oneself being forcibly oriented toward 
Mesopotamia and the adjacent foothills by factors of geography, 
Climate and culture. 


The cluster of five valleys about Shahabad west of here which we 
investigated extensively during four weeks ending November 9th 

lie along one of several avenues of access to and from Mesopotamia; 
and the large combined plains of Kermanshah and Mahidasht which we 
are now surveying lie along another. The more dssirable agricul- 
tural heart of each area, the fertile flat or rolling portion of 
the plains, gives us virtually all the mounds to be found. Out of 
these we concentrate on the smaller prehistoric ones, leaving the 
larger historic ones aside, The still older Paleolithic sites, 
including caves and rock shelters in limestone ridges, have so far 
nearly all proved to be on the peripheries of these larger valleys 
or else in smaller isolated upland localities. 





“itn 


In addition to the previously reported open-air site just e 
Kermanshah, from which we recovered a aps a Pal eolothic le 
quantities of coarse Moudterian-type artifacts, we have now located 
a well-fillei cave in the small valley of Tang-i-Knesht, behind Taq- 
i-Bustan near Kermanshah, with promising indications of a Mousterian 
of the finer smaller sort already knwon through the work of Coon 

at nearby Bisitun and from the sevaral caves in Iraq. Furthermore, 
out of some forty rock shelters investigated, we have located a 
total of three in the Tang-i-Knesht and in a small upland valley 

18 kms west of Shahabad displaying on the surface of their talus 
Slopes or platforms a typologitally late Upper Paleolithic, or 
perhaps Mesolothic, stone industry of small blad: tools. This appears 
possibly to be a relatively rustic simplified version of the handsome 
diminutive Zarzian industry well known from numerous points in 
eastern Iraq. If the coarse Mousterian and single handaxe are taken 
on geological and comparative grounds, to be well over 50,000 years 
old, the cave Mousterian and the strati-graphically considerably 
later carzian are dated, respe¢étively, to around 40-50,000 years 

and 10-12,000 years ago, according to radioactive carbon determin- 
ations on materials excavated by Solecki in Iraq and by Coon in 
Syria and Iran. 


It is from roughly this last point in time onward that one begins 
to look for evidence of the earliest settled farming communities, 
those that one expects left their trace in low inconspicuous little 
mounds, not only yeilding mostly a stone bndustry (including new 
ground and polished forms) but also already displaying simvle house 


forms in a community and son, too, primitive pottery. Out of 89 
mounds from which surface collections were made in the Shahabad 
area and 35 so far investigated around Kermanshah, we think we have 
three that are essentially pre-ceramic and two more that display an 
early ceramic industry broadly comparable to that at Harmo in Iraq. 
Both groups include a stone industry with characteristic implements 
Similar to the assemblages at Jarmo and elsewhere in Iraq. One may 
guess at a general date span of, say, 7-5,000 years B.C. for these 
in view of radiactive carbon dates from Jarmo and other sites. 
Following these stages, so far established entirely on a morpholo- 
tical-typological basis, there is a very tentative sequence of 
ceramic and lithic materials that suggest a progression involving 
something resembling the Hassuna and Halaf material culture, as 
well as the Ubaid and Uruk phases. At that point writing, metal 
and numerous other developments begin to occur, and there our 
investigations leave off. 


‘Te now have records on some 120 mounds and a number of caves and 7 
rock shelters. These begin to supply us with some of the diverse 
evidence we will need in this archaeological puzzle of time and 
culture relationships. Much of the trouble in putting it together 
lies in the fact that sites in this area of Iran have not previous- 
ly been studied in detail and the region is one of many geograph- 
ical compartments, each now beginning to show its individuality and 
some variation from the next. Common features in stone, pottery and 
physical location bind many groups of these newly found sites 
together into the different tentadive stages we have set up,but a 
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“der comparisén with previous finds to fix more closely the posit- 
-OnS in time and a cultural sequence for our new sites is difficult 
because of these marked regional variations and because of frequent 
lac. of comparable detail and observation in other areas. In this 
matching game the cave material perhaps fares a little better than 


the mound , though remoteness in time almost certainly blurs the 
earlier pictures. 






Lt present writing we are waiting the word which will probably 
bermit us to make a number of 3-day soundings in several sekcted 
caves and mounds. These should clarify our current impressions, 
tend to replace the present tentative schemes with proper assemb- 
lages and a more certain sequence, and make pPssible more intelli- 
eent choices for fuller excavations in the Spring. Today Frank Hole, 
Elizabeth Morris and Richard “‘atson, with Dr. Abadani and lr. Musto:' 
of the Antiquities Service, set out to survey for a few days near 
Naft-i-Shah, their way eased by the continued gernerous help and 
hospitality of the Iranian National Oil Company. Thev will certair - 
ly bring back interesting collections and observations from that 
quarter, still largely unexplored from a prehistoric point of view. 
iieantime, Patty ‘atson is settled in a small Kurdish village an hou: 
from Fermanshah compiling data on those elements in present day 
material culture, crafts, daily activity and custom that may still 
be unaffected by the impact of the West and that might cast light 

On our archaeologicai findings. The rest of us are busy preparing 
tor & small exhibit and talk on our work to be vresented at the xn 
local branch of the Iran-American Society. Also, with Prof. Negahba:: 
cf the University of Teheran, we are organizdging a two week seminar 
there in February on the whole question of the transition from food 
collecting to food producing communities in the Near East. Partici- 
pants in this seminar will, we hope, include not only some of the 
erchasologists and natural scientists on our own staff but also 
several of our Iranian and other colleagues at present working in 
this country. “Je continue to receive and be grateful for the best 
sorts of aid and comfort from all our Irnaian colleagues and friends 
and from every branch of officialdom. ‘Je will be spending Christmas 
in Kermanshah where we are most comfortably housed now in one of the 
pleasant buildings set in the tree-filled compdund of the American 
Presbyterian Mission Hospital, a quiet haven in the heart of bustlin. 
exnanding Kermanshah. The officals of the Mission have been most 
generous in arranging this for us and we are very grateful to them 
and to other neighboring American missionaries who. run a lively 
orphanage and still find time to guide us in our numerous chores anc 
errands around town for supplies and equipment. ‘Je have a fine base 
from which to continue our surveys around Kermanshah. ‘\/e expect 
these to continue through December and into January and to net ts 
considerable further material of significance. March is said by al! 
hands to be a bad month for moving around the countryside, and it 
looks as if our Bpring digging season may not get started bdefors 
Lyril. Meantime, there will be plenty to do, and I will send you 
nother revort in January. Best wishes for the holidays." 






Bruce Howe. 


om 
January 14, 1960 


"Since I last wrote, there have been interruptions of work by the 
Christmas and New Year's holidays and by the weather jthe last not 
&S welcome or easy to cope with as the first. S8veral recent jeep 
Survey runs have been quite muddy affairs, and yesterday most of 
the male population of a village northwest of Kermanshah had a 
field day rescuing a jeep by lifting it bodily from mid-stream in 
the Kara Su, a process which took part of the morning. However, 

an excellent collection from another very early mound with intri- 
guing new caramic material came out of it all, so the day was far 
from wasted. Our mound score now stands at 179, and the caves at 
17 recottded to date. The general picture of periods arid sequence 
outlined in my last letter (December 3rd) has not changed radically. 
Only the details of positioning and emphasis for both sites and 
typological traits remains in flux. Some of these changes seem 
drastic at the moment, and much is still only very tenuously 
established in the scheme, but this is to be expected at this state 
in a surface collecting survey of a largely untouched region. 


Actually, we have called a halt in order to take stock and to 
organize the facts for our formal applications to excavate. We 
have more than enough data to draw on now for intelligent excava- 
tion proposals covering our major aims, as well as for a further 
small program of supplemantary soundings to solve secondary pro- 
blems. Our permission to make the various soundings, for no more 
than five days each, has now come through, and we have also just 


sent off to Dr. Samini our offical excavation proposals. He told 

us originally that if these were in his hands by mid-January he 
could then start them through the various ministries and councils 
and that we might expect word back on them by mid-March. With this 
application dispatched and with the program of supplementary sound- 
ings about to start, the survey phase is, in effect, closed. However 
as you may be aware, we have some plans for a means of continuing 
this in the Spring months in order to finish off the parts of the 
northwestern Mahidasht and Kermanshah plains we have not yet been 
abke to touch. 


The excavation proposal outlines the sequence and best sites as we 
see them now. The first choice sites are very close to Kermanshah, 
with alternates divided between the Kermanshah and Shahabad district: 
The soundings will go after a series of separate but related pro- 
blems concerning all such typological variations or assemblages as 
we cannot fix in sequence and which we suspect we will not run into 
in our major digs. Thus, I will sound one or two other rock shel 
ters besides two main ones in the hope that they may give me added 
perspectives on typological and morphological variation within the 
Zarzian, while Bob Braidwood will aim to sample the phases which 
evidently follow the transitional era we are primarily after, 
phases perhaps to be equated in some way with the Hassuna, Halaf, 
Ubaid and Uruk stages of Mesopotamia and for which we now have a ¢ 
set of very promising and, we hope, manageable small mounds to 
sound. In five days on each of these we feel we can probably gain 
a clearer idea of sequenceand assoctaions than what we now have 
from surface materials alone and we may be able to indicate several 
of the stages which exist in between this early transitional period 
and the periods recorded in the lower levels of major published 





alin 


mounds such as Susa, Tal-i-Bakun and Tepe Ciyan in this general 
quarter of Iran. At least, we have nothing to lose by such sound- 


ings, and the projects will serve as proving grounds for all hands 
before the big Spring drive. 


The score of 17 caves is not very different from my last report 

and, while I hope I can check offthe remaining few spotted, this 

is not strictly necessary now that I have applied for my sites. 

The score of 179 mounds now includes numerous ones located in Mahi¢- 
dasht and Fermanshah and near Naft-i-Shan since my last report. In 
early December the three-day survey of the zone along the Iraq 
border between Gasr Shirin and Naft-i-Shah demonstrated fairly 
Satisfactorily that this particular low-lying district nearer the 
Mesopotamian regions held out no great promise for our present 
Season's work. Considerable searching over this much-gullied arid 
terrain revealed no caves or rock-shelters and produced only three 
minor scatters of quite undiagnostic stone artifacts and six incon- 
Sequential little occupation sites yielding only some Ubaid or later 
and unY¥dagnostic sherds. It seems entiely possible that this ill- 
endowed area, in the past as today, saw only limited seasonal occupa- 
tion by nomadic groupse In contrast, the growing list of mounds in 
Mahidasht and Kermanshah continues to give a steady yield of worhh- 
while sites in most periods. 


The expedition's archaeological presentation to the Iran-American 
Society early in December went off satisfactorily with a brief 
talk by Bob Braidwood exphaining our interest in these early periods 
and this particular region, a brief Farsi summary by our Associate 
Dr. Abaflani, and a synoptic display in nine sections to show what 

we had been collecting. This last was arranged in what we supposed 
was a chronilogical order from Palaeolithic to Proto-Dynastic times. 
After the talk, we posted ourselves about the display cases and, 

for nearly an hour, tried our best to answer the dozens of very keen 
questions and speculations hurled at us and evidently stimulated by 
our collective efforts. There was such a demand for a summary of the 
talk that Bob finally had one printed over and above the mimeographed 
Sheets available at the lecture itself. 


Christmas and New Year's festivities were more strenuous here as 
part of the foreign colony than ever at home, but we killed several 
birds with one stone by throwing parties ourselves. Besides gadding 
about to the several shindigs given by the Oil Company, the U.S. 
Military Mission pergsnnel and the various members of the Point Four 
educational and agricultural mission here and rubbing elbows with 
numerous Danes, Germans, Hungarians, and Australians here on engin- 
BEKingx projects, we also held open-house on both Christmas and New 
eering/ Year's Eve for €1l comers, including everybody's Iranian 
Opposite number, and had one room of the house devoted to all our 
archaeological displays which did double duty as conversation pletves 
and spring-boards for indoctrination talks. This note has gone on 
long enough, and I close with best wishes again for 1960." 
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Bruce Howe 
Annual Professor of the Baghdad School, 
1959-60 





